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1. Name of Property 

Historic name: _Ambridge Commercial Historic District 
Other names/site number: 

Name of related multiple property listing: N/A 


(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 


2. Location 
Street & number: Merchant Street between 3" and 8" Streets 
City or town: Ambridge State: _PA_ _ County: Beaver 


Not For Publication: i Vicinity: 


3. State/Federal Agency Certification 


As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 


I hereby certify that this __ nomination request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 


In my opinion, the property ___ meets ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria. I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following 
level(s) of significance: 


__national __Statewide X_local 
Applicable National Register Criteria: _X_A B X_C D 


Signature of certifying official/Title: Date 


State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 


In my opinion, the property __ meets does not meet the National Register criteria. 
Signature of commenting official: Date 
Title : State or Federal agency/bureau 


or Tribal Government 
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4. National Park Service Certification 

I hereby certify that this property is: 

_ entered in the National Register 

___ determined eligible for the National Register 
_ determined not eligible for the National Register 
___ removed from the National Register 


_ other (explain:) 


Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 


5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 


(Check as many boxes as apply.) 
Private: 


Public — Local 


Public — State 


PIES ed 


Public — Federal 


Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 


Building(s) 
District 
Site 
Structure 


Object 


[JOU 
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Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 


Contributing Noncontributing 
112 17 buildings 
0 10 sites 
0 0 structures 
0 0 objects 
112 27 Total 


Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 0 


6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 
COMMERCE/TRADE/specialty store 
COMMERCE/TRADE/department store 
COMMERCE/TRADE/restaurant 
COMMERCE/TRADE/financial institution 


SOCIAL/meeting hall 
COMMERCE/TRADE/professional 


Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 
COMMERCE/TRADE/specialty store 
COMMERCE/TRADE/restaurant 
COMMERCE/TRADE/professional 
VACANT/NOT IN USE 
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7. Description 


Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

OTHER/no style 

LATE 197" AND 20!" CENTURY REVIVALS/Neo-Classical Revival 
LATE 197" AND 20!" CENTURY REVIVALS/ Colonial Revival 
MODERN MOVEMENT/Art Deco 


Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
Principal exterior materials of the property: __ Foundation: CONCRETE; Walls: BRICK; 
Roof: SYNTHETICS; Rubber 


Narrative Description 

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.) 


Summary Paragraph 


The Ambridge Commercial Historic District encompasses most of the buildings on Merchant 
Street between 3™ and 8" Streets in Ambridge Borough, Beaver County. The borough is located 
on the east bank of the Ohio River and has a modified grid street pattern, with the commercial 
area in the approximate geographic center. The Ambridge Commercial Historic District 
primarily consists of brick commercial buildings, nearly all of which are two to three stories in 
height, two to four bays wide, and built directly on the sidewalks that line both sides of Merchant 
Street. Most buildings are of utilitarian commercial character, but many have detailing like 
corbelling, decorative brickwork, and false fronts. A small number have architectural styles or 
elements, including Neo-Classical, Colonial Revival, and Art Deco. The Ambridge Commercial 


Historic District contains 139 resources, of which 112 are contributing buildings, 17 are non- 
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contributing buildings, and 10 are non-contributing vacant lots (sites) once occupied by 
demolished buildings. There are also vacant lots that were not historically developed; these were 


not counted. 


Narrative Description 


Settings and Grounds 

Ambridge Borough is located on the east bank of the Ohio River in Beaver County, 
approximately 16 miles west of downtown Pittsburgh and just west of the Beaver County- 
Allegheny County dividing line. Ambridge is in the Ohio River Valley, an area known 
historically for industrial production, particularly of steel and steel products. The river for which 
the valley is named flows in a north-to-northwest direction past Ambridge. The original portion 
of Ambridge was platted by the American Bridge Company, and the borough name is a 
contraction of the company’s name. The mill for which the town was named was located south 
and west of the residential and commercial portions of the borough, on the west side of Ohio 
River Boulevard, also known as State Route 65, and railroad tracks now operated by the Norfolk 
Southern Railroad (historically the Pennsylvania Railroad). The mill is largely abandoned and a 
significant portion of it has been demolished; a small section has been re-purposed for other 


industrial uses. 


The residential and commercial portions of Ambridge are located to the east of Ohio River 
Boulevard (see the Location Map). Ambridge’s layout approximates a grid, although due to 
topography the grid is less than absolute. Historically, the commercial core of Ambridge 
Borough was Merchant Street between 3“ and 8" streets (see the location map and the Site Plan 
Index). This portion of Merchant Street runs in a generally southeast to northwest direction 
through the center of the borough, historically forming the literal and figurative spine of the 
community. The area between 3“ and 8" streets represents the oldest portion of the commercial 
district, developed beginning in 1903, when American Bridge began building the world’s largest 
structural steel manufacturing and bridge building facility. Merchant Street north of 8" Street is 


also commercial in character, but it lacks the character-defining features of the portion between 
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3™ and 8" streets. The streets surrounding Merchant Street are predominantly residential in 
nature, although scattered businesses are found on other streets, most notable Duss and 
Maplewood avenues. Industrial development that came to Ambridge following American 
Bridge’s establishment tended to locate in the north-central portions of the borough, outside of 


the historic district. 


Description of the Ambridge Commercial Historic District 

The Ambridge Commercial Historic District is located on one or both sides of Merchant Street 
between 3" and 8" streets. With the exception of one residence and a handful of social clubs, 
the remainder of the buildings in the historic district were built as commercial structures. The 
residence remains; with the exception of the Masonic Lodge at 627 Merchant Street, there is no 
known social club or fraternal lodge located within the historic district. The vast majority of 
buildings are two to three stories in height, two to four bays wide, and constructed of brick. 
Most are utilitarian in nature, with storefronts on the first story and symmetrical, regular 
fenestration patterns on the upper stories (Photographs 1 through 6). Many have detailing such 
as false fronts extending above the roof lines, corbelling at the cornice lines, or the name of a 
developer or owner on an upper story façade (Photographs 7 through 9). A few buildings have 
architectural styles, include 459 and 650-654 Merchant Street, which have Colonial Revival- 
style elements on their upper floors (see Photograph 4 and 10); 566 Merchant Street, a three- 
story building with a tile front and Chicago-style elements; 600 Merchant Street, a Neo- 
Classical-style bank building dating to ca. 1925, and 602 Merchant Street, a two story high, three 
bay wide Art Deco-style building (both visible in Photograph 11). 


The buildings within the Ambridge Commercial Historic District occupy one or more tax parcels 
and are built directly on the sidewalks that line both sides of Merchant Street, creating a 
denseness of construction, a uniformity of design and materials, and the feeling of an early 


twentieth century commercial historic district. 


Section 7 page 6 


United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 


NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 
Ambridge Commercial Historic District Beaver County, PA 
Name of Property County and State 


The Site Plan provides an aerial overview of the Ambridge Commercial Historic Districts. 
Merchant Street between 3™ and 4" streets includes just the west side of the street; the east side 
is occupied by an industrial resource not in keeping with the character of the historic district, the 
complex formerly associated with the Taylor Dairy. Buildings on this block are predominantly 
two stories in height and two bays wide (Photograph 12). The block also includes three non- 
contributing buildings, two historically vacant lots, and vacant lots where buildings have been 


removed. 


The Ambridge Commercial Historic District includes buildings on both sides of the 400 block of 
Merchant Street, which is more densely developed than the 300 block, particularly after the 
middle of the block is reached (see Photograph 3 and Photograph 13). Many of the buildings in 
this block are three stories high and three or four bays wide. There also two historically 
undeveloped vacant lots and two buildings built after 1956 (the end of the period of 
significance), including a bank building constructed in 1978 at the southeast quadrant of 


Merchant and 5" streets. 


The density that characterized the Merchant Street corridor is still present along Merchant Street 
between 5" and 6" streets (see Photographs 1, 2, 8, 14, and 15). Historically, this block was one 
of the most intensively developed within the historic district. Today (2019), it contains just two 
non-contributing buildings: an altered bank and its drive-through portion at the northeast 
quadrant of Merchant and 5" streets, and the Ambridge Chamber of Commerce building at 562 
Merchant Street, which was built in 1978. There is also a large vacant lot at mid-block on the 
west side of the street. On the east side of the street, the buildings are two stories in height and 
all have false fronts and decorative details at the cornice level, such as corbelling, patterned and 
decorative brick work, brick pilasters, and arched windows and window surrounds (see 
Photograph 8). The stylistic similarities and the lack of vacant lots creates a wall-like 
appearance to that side of the block. On the west side of the street the buildings vary between 
two and three stories in height and feature brickwork similar to that found on the buildings across 


the street. 
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The west side of Merchant Street between 6" and 7" streets is as densely developed as the 500 
block of Merchant Street (see Photograph 5 and Photograph 16). At the northwest comer is a 
large, three-story high, four-bay wide, and 11-bay deep brick building with a flat roof and 
parapet. Historically, this was J.C. Penney, one of Ambridge’s two national brand department 
stores (see Photograph 5). The remainder of that side of the block is a mixture of one-, two-, and 
three-story buildings. As with the previous block, the two- and three-story buildings have 
decorative cornices and brick work. There are only two altered resources, located near the end of 
the block; one is the former Sears-Roebuck Department store (later Bernie’s Sporting Goods 
Store), which may retain the original façade under the current one (Photograph 17). The east 
side of the block has two of the Ambridge Commercial Historic District’s high-style buildings: 
the Neo-Classical bank building at the northeast corner of Merchant and 6" streets, and the Art 
Deco building to its north (see Photograph 11). At the northeast end of the block are a number of 
two- and three-story commercial buildings (see Photograph 10). However, at the mid-block is a 


large, non-historic store built in 2013 and its parking lot, as well as three altered buildings. 


The east side of the 700 block of Merchant Street lacks integrity, due to the presence of a one- 
story bank building dating to 1966, an altered two-story building dating to the 1920s, a heavily 
altered one-story building, and a large parking lot. For this reason, it is excluded from the 
Ambridge Commercial Historic District boundary. The west side of the block has greater 
integrity, a series of one- and two-story buildings (Photograph 18 and Photograph 19) with 
decorative brickwork at the south and north ends of the block, although there is a vacant lot and 


two non-historic buildings in between. 


Contributing and Non-contributing Elements/Assessment of Integrity 

The Site Plan shows contributing and non-contributing buildings within the Ambridge 
Commercial Historic District, as well as non-contributing sites (lots where historic buildings 
were removed and historically undeveloped land). A distinction is made between lots that were 
vacant during the period of significance, and those have become vacant since the close of the 


proposed period of significance, because although Merchant Street between 3 and 8" streets 
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was densely developed, it was never fully developed; a smattering of vacant lots was always part 


of the streetscape. 


Buildings were evaluated as non-contributing if they were constructed after 1956 (the end of the 
period of significance), or if they were too heavily altered. Because many storefronts in 
commercial historic districts change over time, alterations to first stories were not by themselves 
a determining factor in whether a building was evaluated as non-contributing. To be called non- 
contributing, the building materials and/or fenestration patterns on the upper stories also had to 
be altered. Photographs 17, 20, and 21 show representative example of non-contributing 
buildings. The Ambridge Commercial Historic District contains 139 resources, of which 112 are 


contributing buildings, 17 are non-contributing buildings, and 10 are non-contributing sites. 


The Ambridge Commercial Historic District has all seven aspects of integrity. Location has not 
changed. The setting has not been appreciably altered. The corridor remains commercial and in 
the center of Ambridge, with residential and mixed-use streets on either side. The design, 
material, and workmanship of all but a small number of the buildings have not been significantly 
altered. With the exception of first floor storefronts, most remain as when they were built, brick 
buildings two to three stories in height constructed on the sidewalks and filling the width of their 
lots. Feeling and association are also strong. Because the streetscape within the Ambridge 
Commercial Historic District has been so minimally altered, the Merchant Street corridor 
between 3" and 8" streets evokes a historic sense of when the area was the main shopping 
district for Ambridge and a wider region. This provides a direct association to the historical 


significance of the historic district. 
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8. Statement of Significance 


Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register 
listing.) 


A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our history. 


. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 


C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 


ERRE 
us) 


| 


. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history. 


Criteria Considerations 
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 


A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 
B. Removed from its original location 

C. A birthplace or grave 

. A cemetery 

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 


F. A commemorative property 


LL ILI LI LILI 


G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years 
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Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 
COMMERCE 

ARCHITECTURE 


Period of Significance 
1903 to 1956 


Significant Dates 


Significant Person 


(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
N/A 


Cultural Affiliation 
Undefined 


Architect/Builder 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of 
significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any applicable criteria 
considerations. ) 

The Ambridge Commercial Historic District is locally significant under National Register of Historic 
Places Criterion A for Commerce and per Criterion C for Architecture. This was the commercial hub 
for the Borough of Ambridge, a significant and prosperous Ohio River Valley industrial community for 
much of the twentieth century. Ambridge was one of a series of communities that began or expanded on 
both sides of the Ohio River in northwestern Allegheny County and southeastern Beaver County due to 
the construction of steel mills and other heavy industries in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. The scope, scale, and diversity of goods and services offered within the Ambridge 
Commercial Historic District made it a commercial hub not only for the citizens of Ambridge but also 
for the citizens of surrounding communities in the region. As late as the 1950s, Ambridge was noted as 
the area’s leader in commercial sales. The period of significance for the Ambridge Commercial Historic 
District begins in 1903, with the platting of Ambridge by the American Bridge Company, and ends in 
1956, when suburbanization hastened the demise of the Ambridge Commercial District and similar 
commercial districts in the Ohio and Beaver river valleys. Historic aerial photographs from 1956 show 
the district as essentially built out and intact. An aerial photograph from 1967, however, showed that 


demolition of buildings within the historic district had begun to alter its character. 


Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.) 


The Steel Industry in Pittsburgh and the Ohio and Beaver River Valley 

Pittsburgh, located at the confluence of three rivers, was a transfer station for goods moving east or west 
of the Allegheny Mountains by the early nineteenth century and an industrial city since the 1840s, a 
center of craft-based iron, glass, and, to a more limited extent, textile production. Those three navigable 
rivers — the Allegheny, the Monongahela, and the Ohio - provided a ready means of bringing raw 
materials to Pittsburgh’s manufactories and for shipping their finished products out. The rivers, along 
with coal deposits located in and near the city, also provided power sources for industries. In the 1850s, 
the Pennsylvania Railroad (PRR), destined to become one of the nation’s most significant and profitable 
railroads, reached Pittsburgh. The PRR, through extensive acquisitions and leases, then extended its 
main lines to Chicago and St. Louis and built or controlled branches connecting the railroad to the Great 


Lakes, New England, and the South, knitting Pittsburgh into a national system of transportation and 
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product distribution (Tarr 1989:213, 217; Muller 1989:191-193). Other railroads would follow, 
including the Baltimore & Ohio (B&O) in 1871 and the Pittsburgh and Lake Erie (P&LE) in 1879. 


The ready sources of fuel and the improved transportation networks transformed the economy not just of 
Pittsburgh but of the wider region as well. Beginning in 1876, when Andrew Carnegie opened the first 
large-scale steel mill outside of Pittsburgh in the Monongahela Valley town of Braddock, and 
accelerating during the 1880s and 1890s, the Pittsburgh area’s economy transitioned from craft-based 
manufacturing to large, vertically and horizontally integrated heavy industries. The Pittsburgh area 
became most famous for its steel mills; the Pittsburgh District, which stretched from the Allegheny and 
Monongahela river valleys through Pennsylvania’s portion of the Ohio River valley, became the 
preeminent steel producing center of the nation and the world. Other important industries included 
aluminum, electrical equipment, and railroad parts and supplies. As the transition unfolded, Pittsburgh 
attracted greater amounts of capital and ancillary business and industries. Pittsburgh became an 
industrial and corporate center (Tarr 1989:240; Muller 1989:192), a headquarters town for emerging 
titans like United States Steel, Alcoa, Koppers, Gulf Oil, Pittsburgh Plate Glass, and H.J. Heinz, as well 
as for dozens of smaller companies (Muller 1989:193), and a great distribution center of goods (Citizens 


Committee on City Plan of Pittsburgh 1923:55). 


The economic boom of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries led to a population explosion in 
the Pittsburgh area, as immigrants from southern and eastern Europe and African Americans from the 
American South flocked to the area in search of jobs; many of these jobs in the new industrial economy 
were Classified as “unskilled” or “semi-skilled” (Tarr 1989:228; Couvares 1984:88-89). One historian 
called the Pittsburgh of 1910 “a new city—indeed a new metropolitan area—risen on the site of the old” 
(Couvares 1984:80). By 1910, the Pittsburgh metropolitan district contained one million people, twice 
as many as it had in 1890 and three times as many as in 1880. The oldest portion of Pittsburgh, located 
within the triangle formed by the confluence of the three rivers, had transformed into a downtown 
commercial district with skyscrapers, corporate offices, retail establishments, and city and county 
government offices as people, particularly the city’s elite, began moving to outlying areas. 
Manufacturing and warehousing expanded along and lined the banks of the Allegheny, Monongahela, 
and Ohio rivers and their tributaries (Couvares 1984:80, 82; Tarr 1989:227, 231). By the first decade of 
the twentieth century most of Pennsylvania’s Ohio River Valley between Pittsburgh and Beaver, a 


Section 8 page 3 


United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 


NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 
Ambridge Commercial Historic District Beaver County, PA 
Name of Property County and State 


distance of approximately 35 miles, was lined with manufacturing plants, particularly steel mills. This 
included the communities of Leetsdale, Ambridge, Aliquippa, Conway, Rochester, Monaca, and Beaver. 
The expansion continued up the Beaver River, a major Pennsylvania tributary of the Ohio, which joined 
the larger river at Beaver Borough Industrial and manufacturing communities along the Beaver River 
included Beaver, New Brighton, and Beaver Falls. Because of the industrial similarities and 
connections among the river communities, the area near the confluence of the Ohio and Beaver rivers 
was variously referred to as the Ohio Valley or the Beaver Valley. The history of Ambridge Borough 


and its commercial district date to this era and economic context. 


Historical Development of Ambridge 

In 1804, the Harmonists, a separatist utopian community founded and organized by George Rapp, 
migrated to Butler County from Germany, where they founded the village of Harmony. The Harmonist 
community moved to the state of Indiana in 1814 but returned to Pennsylvania in 1824, settling in 
Beaver County. There the Harmonists established a village known as Economy, located approximately 
16 miles west of Pittsburgh along the Ohio River. Aided first by water transportation and then, in the 
1850s, by the coming of the PRR, which ran along the riverbank through the village, the Harmonists 
thrived for much of the nineteenth century. The community was known for both its agricultural and 
mercantile products, including textiles, silk, pottery, and tinsmithing. However, the community also 
practiced celibacy, making the recruitment of new members the only way to increase its numbers. Over 
time, the population and the economic vitality of the Harmonists both waned. By the late nineteenth 
century, the Harmonists were nearly defunct due to a lack of membership (Pennsylvania Historical and 


Museum Commission 2017). 


With its demise all but certain, in 1894 the Harmony Society sold all 2,500 acres of its land on the east 
bank of the Ohio River in Harmony and Economy townships, Beaver County, to the Union Company, a 
corporation specifically organized by the Harmonists to hold real estate. In 1900, following protracted 
litigation, the Union Company sold 40 acres of land along the Ohio River to the Berlin Iron Bridge 
Company (Arnold 1974:50), a large and important nineteenth-century fabricator of metal truss bridges. 
In that same year, the Berlin Iron Bridge Company was one of 24 bridge building firms subsumed into 
the American Bridge Company, a corporation organized by J.P. Morgan and Company. The 24 
companies represented 50 percent of the nation’s bridge building capacity. In 1901, American Bridge 
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became a wholly-owned subsidiary of the United States Steel Corporation, the largest steelmaker in the 
nation and one of the largest employers in the Pittsburgh Metropolitan area (Darnell 1984:85). In 1902 
and 1903, the Union Company sold nearly all its remaining land to American Bridge, which began 
constructing the largest structural steel manufacturing and bridge building plant in the world on former 
Harmonist Land between the Ohio River and the PRR tracks. When completed in 1903-1904, the 
company’s bridge building capacity was triple that of the previous record holder and roughly equal to 
the combined capacity of the five largest bridge companies bought by American Bridge in 1900 (Amold 
1974:50; Darnell 1984:85). A history of Beaver County, published contemporaneously with the 
construction of the plant in 1904, describes the American Bridge facility as follows (Bausman 


1904:1030-1031): 


There will be manufactured here finished iron and steel products of all sorts, and it is 
promised that the plant will be the largest of its kind in the world... 


There will be a total of fourteen principal structures...Twenty-five thousand tons of 

finished product every four weeks will be the output. Between 3500 and 4000 skilled 

workmen will be employed, and the payroll will average $250,000 a month. 
With the mill complete, American Bridge needed to attract workers to what was then a largely rural 
area. In 1903, a subsidiary of the company, the Ambridge Land Company, laid out a town site to the 
east of the mill complex to house the workers and provide the support facilities they would need, such as 
shops, schools, and churches. The town site extended from Big Sewickley Creek on the south to what is 
now 8th Street (then called Bryden Road) in Ambridge on the north, and from Park Road on the west to 
Merchant Street and Duss Avenue on the east (Knisley 2017c; Figure 1, United States Geological 


Survey [USGS] 1908). It named the town Ambridge, a contraction of American Bridge. 


To staff its massive fabrication plant, American Bridge recruited workers from nearby industrial centers, 
such as Pittsburgh, as well as from abroad (Snedden 2017a). In May 1904, the Ambridge Land 
Company’s real estate arm, the Real Estate Trust Company, took out a full page ad in the Pittsburgh 
Press offering a free train excursion from Pittsburgh to see the “Marvel City...the grand spectacle of a 
rising smokeless manufacturing city" which promised jobs for 8,000 people (Knisley 2015). The 1904 
Beaver County history noted that “The work of grading and sewering the streets of the new town is 


actively begun, and a model industrial town bids fair to soon be created” (Bausman 1904:1031). Natural 
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gas for heating homes and businesses was available immediately; electric power would be in place by 


1909 (Arnold 1974:52). 


Although Ambridge was laid out by American Bridge, the community was not a company town. 
American Bridge did not own the houses in which the workers lived, nor was there a company store in 
which workers were made to shop. The Ambridge Land Company sold blocks of land to various 
brokers, who in turn sold parcels to individual landowners, who chose what to construct on their 
properties. Additionally, American Bridge was not the only employer in town. The same factors that 
had caused American Bridge to establish its plant on the Ohio River — water and railroad access — led 
other manufacturing interests to set up shop in or near Ambridge during the first quarter of the twentieth 
century. These included the Standard Seamless Tube Company (later Spang-Chalfant and Armco 
Steel); H.H. Robertson, a manufacturer of building products; Bethlehem Steel in neighboring Leetsdale; 
and National Metals Moulding Company, among others (Arnold 1974:111-117). 


The prospects of jobs and building sites in the community caused Ambridge to grow rapidly. By 1905, 
its population had reached 3,500 and Ambridge incorporated as a borough. Development in Ambridge 
was dealt a temporary setback in 1907, when a nationwide economic depression brought layoffs to 
American Bridge and other manufacturing corporations that had set up shop in the borough (The Daily 
Citizen 1956:24). However, as illustrated on Figure 1, the USGS map from 1908, the area between Big 
Sewickley Creek and 8" Street had developed extensively in the years between 1903 and 1907. Over 
the ensuing 30 years, the area between 8" Street and the former Harmonist Village to its north would 
also be developed, as can be seen from an aerial photograph taken in 1938 (Figure 2; United States 


Department of Agriculture [USDA] 1938). Ambridge continued to grow well into the 1950s and 1960s. 


Historical Development of the Ambridge Commercial Historic District 

The widest road in the Ambridge Land Company’s plat of Ambridge ran in a generally south to north 
direction through the center of town and was known as Merchant Street. Merchant Street would be 
reserved for commercial development. The Ambridge Land Company paved Merchant Street in brick 
(Snedden 2017a) and streetcars began running along it in 1907. The trolley tracks were part of the 
Pittsburgh & Beaver Street Railway Company system (later the Beaver Valley Traction System), which 
connected 12 towns in the Ohio and Beaver river valleys (Wagner 1924; Snedden 2017b), and which 
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provided a means for residents of nearby communities to access the shops on Merchant Street in 


Ambridge. 


The first Sanborn Fire Insurance maps of Ambridge were published in 1905, the year the borough 
incorporated. Figure 3 shows the development along Merchant Street between 3rd and 8" streets at that 
point. The maps illustrate a commercial district just beginning to come together. The commercial 
buildings between 3 and 8" streets on Merchant Street sold goods and provided services typical and 
necessary in a growing town: furniture, hardware, groceries and dry goods, clothing, drugs, spirits, 
banking, newsstands, and funereal. All but a handful of buildings are of brick construction, two or three 
stories in height, fronted by sidewalks, and built at the front edge of their lots (Sanborn Map Company 
1905). This pattern of development would continue along this portion of Merchant Street into the 


1930s. 


As the country’s economic situation improved following the depression of 1907-1908 development 
accelerated in Ambridge. This corresponded with a steady growth of businesses along Merchant Street 
between 3” and 8" streets, as illustrated by Sanborn maps published in 1911, 1917, and 1923 (Sanborn 
Map Company 1911, 1917, and 1923). By 1923, Merchant Street was much more intensively 
developed, although vacant lots remained in every block. This was particularly true between 3" and 4" 
streets (the latter was also known as Charles Street), and true to a lesser extent between 6" and 7" and 
7" and 8" streets. The most intensively developed block was between 5" and 6" streets, which only had 
three vacant lots (Sanborn Map Company 1923). Nearly every building was constructed of brick, two or 
three stories in height, and built to take up the entire width of its lot, creating a streetscape of denseness 
and uniformity, as illustrated in Figure 4 (Knisley 2017a) and Figure 5 (Beaver County Historical 
Research and Landmarks Foundation 1929). The commercial district, and Ambridge as a whole, had an 
air of prosperity. An unnamed Ambridge banker was quoted in a 1924 publication as saying, 
“Ambridge has never had a boom, neither has Ambridge ever had a panic; its growth has been steady, 
solid, and upward” (quoted in Wagner 1924:22). Part of the prosperity of the commercial district can be 
attributed to the size of Ambridge, which had a population of nearly 20,000 people, as well as 
Ambridge’s role as a commercial hub for a larger surrounding area. The importance of the Ambridge 
Commercial Historic District to the region only increased as automobiles came into widespread use, 
providing consumers with two means to reach it. 
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The Great Depression that began in 1929 would test the banker’s statement concerning Ambridge’s 
prosperity, as industries, including American Bridge and the other manufacturing plants in Ambridge, 
cut back on operations and laid off workers. An analysis of the inventory of contributing and non- 
contributing resources indicates that most of the buildings within the Ambridge Commercial Historic 
District (more than 100) were constructed between 1904 and 1929. The Great Depression and World 


War II clearly constrained development in the Ambridge Commercial Historic District. 


This analysis is confirmed by the final set of Sanborn maps for Ambridge that could be located, which 
were published during the Depression in 1931, although they were corrected and updated in 1945 and 
1948 (Sanborn Map Company 1931 and 1948). The latter are included as Figure 6. The maps indicate 
that Merchant Street was most intensively developed between 5" and 8" streets, with only a handful of 
vacant lots and none at all in the 500 block. The 300 and 400 blocks retained a number of vacant lots, 
although the area between 3™ and 4" streets was more built-up than it had been in 1923. The maps also 
indicate that streetcar tracks were no longer present on Merchant Street; they had been removed in 1933- 


1934, replaced by busses (Snedden 2019). 


The Sanborn maps from the 1940s and a trade directory published in 1956 in The Daily Citizen, an 
Ambridge newspaper, provides details on the businesses found along Merchant Street and their 
significance to the wider region. The trade directory, which included business listing for every major 
community in the Ohio and Beaver river valleys, estimated Ambridge’s population as almost 20,000 and 
called the community “the shopping center for more than 35,000 residents of Allegheny and Beaver 
Counties” (The Daily Citizen 1956:3). Between 3™ and 8" streets consumers could get all types of 
product from shops located predominantly on the first floor of buildings. The list, while not exhaustive, 
included groceries, meat markets, bakeries, and dry goods; pharmacies; clothing (new and used), hats, 
and shoe; hardware, appliance, and furniture stores; home furnishings, wallpaper, carpeting, and paint; 
radio, television, and electronics repairs; tires and automobile parts; flowers and gifts; books, 
newspapers, and magazines; musical instruments and records; even furs (Knisley 2019). Above the first 
floors were often continuations of the same businesses, storage areas, or other businesses, but also 
residences. The Merchant Street corridor south of 8" Street also contained two national department 
stores (J.C. Penney and Sears-Roebuck), at least two local department stores, and two five-and-dimes. 
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Entertainment included three movie theaters, a number of ballrooms for dancing, pool and billiard halls, 
bowling alleys, and bars and taverns. Services included doctors’ offices, barber shops, locksmiths, 
lawyers, restaurants, banks, tailors, and beauty shops. There were also small hotels and fraternal 
organizations. The latter served as taverns, dance halls, and meeting rooms (Photograph 22 shows one 
such building, the Hvratski Dom, or Croatian House). Many, if not most, of the businesses were family 
owned and a significant number catered to Ambridge’s polyglot of ethnicities (Slater 2008:81). As was 
often the case in commercial areas of the time, residents recall Merchant Street during the period of 
significance as being so crowded with pedestrians that it was difficult to walk along the sidewalks or 


find parking places (Knisley 2013). 


The presence of fraternal organizations in the commercial district were a function of the fact that the plat 
of Ambridge laid out by the Ambridge Land Company in 1903 was nominally dry: when the company 
turned the plat over to the borough, it specified that no alcohol could be sold within the plat for a period 
of 50 years. This included businesses within the commercial district between 3 and 8" streets. The 
American Bridge Company had a practice of challenging liquor license applications in the Ambridge 
area, even applications coming from areas where liquor sales were legal, such as Ambridge properties to 
the north of 8th Street or in adjacent Harmony Township. Fraternal organizations, because they were 
social clubs rather than businesses, could circumvent this restriction (Knisley 2017b). However, it is 
unclear just how strictly the prohibition against alcohol sales was enforced. In 1938, The Pittsburgh 
Press reported that 30 to 38 businesses in the nominally dry area were asking for a renewal of their 
liquor licenses (The Pittsburgh Press 1938:9), and by 1956 many bars and taverns were listed on 
Merchant Street. 


The economic vitality of Ambridge’s commercial district began to be challenged in the mid-1950s. As 
noted above, The Citizen Daily published its regional shopping guide in 1956, a compendium of 
businesses and services available in the Ohio and Beaver river valleys. In that same year, an 
advertisement appeared in the larger Beaver Valley Times with the banner message, “Ambridge Leads 
All Beaver Valley in Retail Sales. Why? Because Ambridge Has Everything!” The advertisement 
encouraged residents to “Shop at Home: Save Money, Save Time, Save Temper” during Ambridge’s 
Harvest Days in early October. The trade directory and the advertisement were published in response to 
a serious threat to the primacy of the commercial districts in Ambridge and other Ohio and Beaver 
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valley towns: on November 1, 1956, the area’s first strip shopping center was opened, a complex known 


as Northern Lights Shoppers City. 


Located five miles north of Ambridge in Baden Borough, Northern Lights Shoppers City was billed as 
the biggest shopping center in Pennsylvania. An advertisement published prior to its 1956 opening 
promised that when fully completed in June 1957, it would have 65 brand-new stores and free parking 
for 4,000 cars. The stores would sell the same variety of goods that were available on Merchant Street 
in Ambridge and would, in fact, include some of the same stores, such as J.C. Penney’s, although 
Ambridge’s smaller version stayed open until at least 1967. Ambridge’s second department store, 
Sears-Roebuck, closed in 1963 (Knisely 2013). In 1970, a large regional indoor shopping mall, the 
Beaver Valley Mall, opened in Monaca (Dixon 2015). Located 10 miles and 20 minutes from 


Ambridge, the new mall affected businesses in both Ambridge and at Northern Lights Shoppers City. 


The construction of Northern Lights Shoppers City marked the beginning of the downturn of the 
Ambridge Commercial Historic District. Teardowns of some of the older buildings began altering the 
historic streetscape along Merchant Street in the 1950s and 1960s, as is evident by comparing aerial 
photographs taken in 1956 and 1967 (USDA 1956 and 1967). Non-historic buildings constructed and 
vacant lots created since 1956 are shown on the Site Plan. The alternative shopping venues, however, 
were not the only reasons behind the decline of the Ambridge commercial district. Other factors 
included those that affected industrial towns and commercial centers throughout the Greater Pittsburgh 


area during the 1950s and 1960s: highway bypasses; suburbanization; and industrial decline. 


Ohio River Boulevard, a highway that paralleled the Ohio River, was constructed between downtown 
Pittsburgh and Emsworth, Allegheny County, a community south of Ambridge, in the 1930s. Drivers 
continuing further northwest along the Ohio River took local roads, including Merchant Street in 
Ambridge. During and just after World War II, Ohio River Boulevard was continued to the American 
Bridge Plant and 8" Street in Ambridge, allowing drivers to bypass the most densely developed portion 
of the Merchant Street commercial corridor. In 1960, an extension of Ohio River Boulevard along the 
river bypassed Ambridge completely, meaning that drivers no longer needed to pass through any portion 


of Merchant Street, removing important vehicular traffic through the district (Knisley 2017c). 
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Ohio River Boulevard’s construction was driven, in part, by the widespread suburbanization movement 
that profoundly reordered residential patterns around urban communities in the 30 years following 
World War II. In the prosperous post-war years, workers at Ambridge’s mills and other businesses 
began moving in great numbers out of industrial towns to surrounding suburban areas. Ambridge’s 
population fell from a high of approximately 25,000 during World War II to just 11,000 by 1974 
(Arnold 1974:65). Suburbanites tied to automobile culture also wanted shopping with easy parking, 
which was not generally available in older commercial downtowns. This was the appeal of both 
Northern Lights Shoppers City and the Beaver Valley Mall, and the detriment of the Merchant Street 


commercial corridor. 


The most devastating blow to Ambridge’s Merchant Street commercial corridor, however, was the loss 
of industrial jobs in Ambridge and the Ohio and Beaver river valleys beginning in the 1970s. American 
Bridge’s Ambridge Works shut down in 1984, part of a longer decline that had seen its workforce 
dwindle to a mere 1,000 people at the time of its closure (Gaynor 2000). Other industrial plants in and 
near Ambridge followed suit, closing or drastically curtailing operations. As jobs evaporated, people 
left the area in droves and businesses closed up and down Merchant Street. As of 2015, Ambridge’s 
population stood at just 7,769 (Borough of Ambridge 2015), or less than two-thirds of what it had been 
at its peak. Merchant Street remains a viable but struggling commercial corridor, one with many vacant 


storefronts and buildings. 


National Register of Historic Places Evaluation: Criterion A - Commerce 

The Ambridge Commercial Historic District is locally significant under National Register Criterion A in 
the area of Commerce as both the commercial core of Ambridge Borough, an industrial town in the Ohio 
River Valley, and for a larger, more regional shopping area. The businesses in the Ambridge 
Commercial Historic District provided residents of the community with any type of good or service they 
needed, an important consideration during an era when travel beyond a circumscribed region was more 
difficult and constrained and industrial towns were self-contained units that of necessity provided all the 
needs of its citizens. However, the Ambridge Commercial Historic District served more than just the 
population of Ambridge. During its heyday it was also “the shopping center for more than 35,000 
residents of Allegheny and Beaver Counties,” and the leader in retail sales in the Beaver Valley. The 
five block-long shopping district that ran between 3™ and 8" streets on Merchant Street had small and 
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medium sized shops that sold a wide variety of products, as well as larger department and furniture 
stores. Services available in the Ambridge Commercial Historic District included banking, law offices, 


medical services, funereal providers, and fraternal organizations. 


National Register of Historic Places Evaluation: Criterion C 

The Ambridge Commercial Historic District is also significant under Criterion C in the area of 
Architecture. The Ambridge Commercial Historic District is distinctive among towns in Western 
Pennsylvania that have experienced deindustrialization in that there have been comparatively few 
teardowns of buildings within the historic district since the American Bridge works ceased operation in 
1984. Within the boundary the historic streetscape of densely built, two- to three-story brick or brick 
faced commercial buildings built directly on the sidewalks and filling the entire lot on which they were 
constructed remains intact. Also largely intact is the historic design of buildings with storefronts on the 
first story, regular, evenly spaced windows on the upper stories, and flat roofs at their tops. Although 
the Ambridge Commercial Historic District is a good example of small town, commercial architecturel 
from the early to mid-20th century. Despite the loss of some buildings within this portion of Merchant 
Street, the introduction of a minimal amount of infill construction, and the unsympathetic alterations to a 
handful of buildings, the character-defining features of the historic district strongly remain. The area 
conveys the sense of Merchant Street when it was the main shopping and service area for Ambridge and 


a wider community, a role it continues to play today, only in a more limited capacity. 


The period of significance for the Ambridge Commercial Historic District runs from 1903, when 
Ambridge was first platted and Merchant Street was designated as the community’s commercial district, 
to 1956, when competition from Northern Lights Shoppers City, then the largest shopping center in 


Pennsylvania, began to erode the economic vitality of the Ambridge Commercial District. 


Comparisons 

Nearly every town in the industrial Ohio and Beaver river valleys had a commercial district, but few 
were as significant or remain as intact as the Ambridge Commercial Historic District. The town of 
Aliquippa is located across from Ambridge on the west side of the Ohio River and has a history very 
similar to it. In 1907, Jones & Laughlin Steel Company (J&L) began constructing a large, integrated 
steel mill on the northern reaches of the Ohio River. Although J&L had a large mill complex in the City 
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of Pittsburgh, it sought a large site outside of the city with good river and rail access in order to build a 
rational, state-of-the-art plant, much as American Bridge had done at Ambridge. J&L also established a 
central business district on Franklin Street in Aliquippa in the early twentieth century, which it paved in 
brick and which had streetcar access from approximately 1910 to 1937. The period of most intensive 
development in the Aliquippa Commercial Historic District occurred between 1910 and 1930. 
Aliquippa was one of the communities covered by the trade directory published by The Daily Citizen in 
1956. The Aliquippa Commercial Historic District was determined eligible for the National Register in 
2017. The Architectural Inventory Franklin Avenue, Aliquippa, PA: Report of Findings and 
Recommendations (Clio Consulting 2016) catalogues differences between the Ambridge and Aliquippa 
commercial historic districts. The commercial area in Aliquippa is located only on the east end of 
Franklin Avenue, while the west end of the street is municipal and residential in nature. In Ambridge, 
Merchant Street was dedicated solely to commerce. The report also notes that “a substantial portion of 
Franklin Street’s buildings have been demolished during the past 30 years,” due to “decades of 
disinvestment, vacancy, and deferred maintenance, was well as flooding events resulting from the 
diversion of an Ohio River tributary into an underground culvert beneath Franklin Street” (Clio 
Consulting 2016:1). Although the Ambridge Commercial Historic District has also suffered from 
disinvestment, vacancy, and deferred maintenance, demolitions have been comparatively few and the 
uniform streetscape of two- and three-story brick buildings built to the edge of the sidewalks and filling 
the entire width of lots remains intact, in contrast to Franklin Street in Aliquippa, where it does not. 
Finally, no evidence was uncovered that the Aliquippa Commercial Historic District played the same 


regionally important shopping role as the Ambridge Commercial Historic District had. 


Rochester Borough is located approximately 10 miles north/downstream from Ambridge Borough, 
across from Beaver Borough at the confluence of the Ohio and Beaver rivers. The Rochester 
Commercial District developed in the late nineteenth century, initially due to the presence of railroad 
shops and workers. The commercial district expanded in the twentieth century and came to include two- 
and three-story commercial buildings as well as larger hotels, banks, and office buildings (Belfast and 
Zinn 2008). It was a regional shopping area for Rochester as well as for communities to its immediate 
south, such as Conway and Freedom (Werner 2019) Rochester was one of the communities covered by 
the trade directory published by The Daily Citizen in 1956. The Rochester Central Commercial District 


was determined not eligible for National Register listing in 2010 due to a loss of integrity. The analysis 
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specifically noted that 12 parcels along Brighton Avenue, the main thoroughfare, were vacant or used 
for surface parking, which gave the street a “choppy and non-cohesive feeling,” and “that the majority of 
the 27 contributing properties have received storefront modifications that are not compatible with the 
style and materials of the rest of the building” (Belfast and Zinn 2008:14-15). The Ambridge 
Commercial Historic District, by contrast, has seen comparatively few demolitions and the uniform 
streetscape of two- and three-story brick buildings built to the edge of the sidewalks and filling the entire 


width of lots remains intact. 
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__X_ State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 
__ Federal agency 
Local government 
____ University 
_____ Other 

Name of repository: 


Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): 


10. Geographical Data 


Acreage of Property __ 12.2 acres 


Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 
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Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84: 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 


1. Latitude: Longitude: 
2. Latitude: Longitude: 
3. Latitude: Longitude: 
4. Latitude: Longitude: 
Or 

UTM References 


Datum (indicated on USGS map): 


E NAD 1927 or NAD 1983 


1. Zone: 17 Easting: 565200 Northing: 4493390 
2. Zone: 17 Easting: 565336 Northing: 4493316 
3. Zone: 17 Easting: 565577 Northing: 492897 

4. Zone: 17 Easting : 565622 Northing: 4492662 


Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 


The proposed boundaries for the Ambridge Commercial Historic District are shown on the Site 
Plan. The boundary follows the fronts, backs, and sides of tax parcels. 
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Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 


The boundary includes the west side of Merchant Street between 3rd and 4th streets. The east 
side of 3rd Street is excluded because it contains the former Taylor Dairy, an industrial, rather 
than commercial, building. The first three buildings on the west side of the 400 block are also 
included within the boundary. The boundary then crosses Merchant Street to include the 
buildings on the east side of the street, beginning with 418 and 420 Merchant Street; although 
they are slated for demolition, they are still extant. From that point north to 7th Street, the 
proposed boundary includes buildings on both sides of Merchant Street. Between 7th and 8th 
streets, the proposed boundary includes only the buildings on the west side of Merchant Street. 
The east side of the 700 block is excluded from the proposed district because it has only one 
historic building remaining. The northern-most building in the historic district is 765 Merchant 
Street. In all cases, the boundaries follow the side or back lot lines of the properties. 


The area of Merchant Street north of 8th Street is specifically excluded from the boundary. 
Although it began to develop after 1923, it was never as densely built as the area south of 8th 
Street. It lacked the streetscape of closely-placed, two- and three-story brick buildings; it had 
many more undeveloped lots; and it has experienced a greater number of teardowns; and there 
are many more non-historic buildings. 


11. Form Prepared By 


name/title: _ Gerald M. Kuncio/Senior Historian 


organization: __ Skelly and Loy, Inc. 

street & number: 3280 William Pitt Way 

city or town:__ Pittsburgh state: PA zip code: 15238 
e-mail gkuncio@skellyloy.com 

telephone:__412-828-1412 

date: September 6, 2019 


Additional Documentation 


Submit the following items with the completed form: 


e Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 
location. 


e Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources. Key all photographs to this map. 
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e Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 


Photographs 


Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 
the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 
every photograph. 


Photo Log 

Name of Property: Ambridge Commercial Historic District 
City or Vicinity: Ambridge 

County: Beaver State: Pennsylvania 
Photographer: Gerald M. Kuncio 

Date Photographed: July 6, 2019 


Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: 


Photograph 1 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_001. 500 block of 
Merchant Street, facing northwest, showing the density of the brick construction in the Ambridge 
Commercial Historic District. 


Photograph 2 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_002. West side of the 
500 block of Merchant Street from the approximate midpoint, facing south. 


Photograph 3 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_003. East side of the 
500 block of Merchant Street, facing southeast. 


Photograph 4 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_004. West side of the 
400 block of Merchant Street from the approximate midpoint, facing northwest. 


Photograph 5 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_005. West side of the 
400 and 500 blocks of Merchant Street, facing northwest. Note the Colonial Revival detailing on the 
building in the foreground. 


Photograph 6 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_006. West side of the 
600 block of Merchant Street, facing northwest. The building in the foreground is the former J.C. Penney 


department store. 
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Photograph 7 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_007. Representative 
upper story fenestration patterns and detailing on the buildings in the Ambridge Commercial Historic 
District, facing southwest. 


Photograph 8 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_008. Storefront 
detailing in the 500 block of Merchant Street, facing north. Note the false fronts, arched windows and 
window surrounds, decorative brick work, corbelling, and fascia panels 


Photograph 9 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_009. Representative 
upper story fenestration pattern and detailing on the buildings in the Ambridge Commercial Historic 
District, facing southwest. 


Photograph 10 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_010. East side of the 
600 block of Merchant Street near its north end, facing north. Note the Colonial Revival detailing on the 
three-story, three-bay building. 


Photograph 11 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_011. Classical 
Revival and Art Deco style buildings at the northeast corner of Merchant and 6" streets, facing northeast. 


Photograph 12 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_012. Buildings in the 
400 block of Merchant Street, facing southwest. 


Photograph 13 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_013. Buildings on 
the east side of the 500 block of Merchant Street, facing north. 


Photograph 14 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_014. Buildings on 
the west side of the 500 block of Merchant Street from 6th Street, facing south. 


Photograph 15 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_015. Buildings on 
the east side of the 500 block of Merchant Street from 6th Street, facing southeast. 


Photograph 16 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_016. Buildings on 
the west side of the 600 block of Merchant Street, facing south. 


Photograph 17 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_017. The former 
Sears-Roebuck department store, a non-contributing building, facing northwest. 


Photograph 18 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_018. Buildings on 
the west side of the 700 block of Merchant Street, facing northwest. 


Photograph 19 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_019. Buildings on 
the west side of the 700 block of Merchant Street, facing south. 


Photograph 20 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_020. 450-452 
Merchant Street, a non-contributing building, facing southeast. 
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Photograph 21 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_021. 420-427 
Merchant Street, a non-contributing building, facing northwest. 


Photograph 22 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_022. The former 
Hvratski Dom, or Croatian House, a social club, facing south. The building to its left is non-contributing. 
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Photograph 1 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_001. 500 block of 
Merchant Street, facing northwest, showing the density of the brick construction in the Ambridge 
Commercial Historic District . 
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Photograph 2 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_002. West side of the 
500 block of Merchant Street from the approximate midpoint, facing south. 
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Photograph 3 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_003. East side of the 
500 block of Merchant Street, facing southeast. 
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Photograph 4 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_004. West side of the 
400 block of Merchant Street from the approximate midpoint, facing northwest. 
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Photograph 5 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_005. West side of the 
400 and 500 blocks of Merchant Street, facing northwest. Note the Colonial Revival detailing on the 
building in the foreground. 
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Photograph 6 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_006. West side of the 
600 block of Merchant Street, facing northwest. The building in the foreground is the former J.C. Penney 
department store. 


Sections 9-end page 30 


United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 


NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 
Ambridge Commercial Historic District Beaver County, PA 
Name of Property County and State 


SR 


g 


» River Valley Tang Soo Do A 
RE yj Martial Arts for the Whole F 
ASZ 


~ Established 1992 ~ 


wa 


Photograph 7 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_007. Representative 
upper story fenestration patterns and detailing on the buildings in the Ambridge Commercial Historic 
District, facing southwest. 
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Photograph 8 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_008. 
Storefront detailing in the 500 block of Merchant Street, facing north. Note the false fronts, 
arched windows and window surrounds, decorative brick work, corbelling, and fascia panels 
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Photograph 9 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_009. Representative 
upper story fenestration pattern and detailing on the buildings in the Ambridge Commercial Historic 
District, facing southwest. 
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Photograph 10 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_010. East side of the 
600 block of Merchant Street near its north end, facing north. Note the Colonial Revival detailing on the 
three-story, three-bay building. 
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Photograph 11 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_011. Classical Revival 
and Art Deco style buildings at the northeast corner of Merchant and 6" streets, facing northeast. 
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Photograph 12 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_012. Buildings in the 
400 block of Merchant Street, facing southwest. 
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Photograph 13 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_013. Buildings on the 
east side of the 500 block of Merchant Street, facing north. 
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Photograph 14 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_014. Buildings on the 
west side of the 500 block of Merchant Street from 6th Street, facing south. 
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Photograph 15 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_015. Buildings on the 
east side of the 500 block of Merchant Street from 6th Street, facing southeast. 
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Photograph 16 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_016. Buildings on the 
west side of the 600 block of Merchant Street, facing south. 
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Photograph 17 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_017. The former 
Sears-Roebuck department store, a non-contributing building, facing northwest. 
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Photograph 18 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_018. Buildings on the 
west side of the 700 block of Merchant Street, facing northwest. 
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Photograph 19 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_019. Buildings on the 
west side of the 700 block of Merchant Street, facing south. 
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Photograph 20 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_020. 450-452 
Merchant Street, a non-contributing building, facing southeast. 
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Photograph 21 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_021. 
420-427 Merchant Street, a non-contributing building, facing northwest. 
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Photograph 22 of 22. PA_Beaver County_Ambridge Commercial Historic District_022. The former 
Hvratski Dom, or Croatian House, a social club, facing south. The building to its left is non-contributing. 
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Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for nominations to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). We may not conduct or sponsor and you are not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a 
currently valid OMB control number. 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for each response using this form is estimated to be between the Tier 1 
and Tier 4 levels with the estimate of the time for each tier as follows: 


Tier 1 — 60-100 hours 
Tier 2 — 120 hours 
Tier 3 — 230 hours 
Tier 4 — 280 hours 


The above estimates include time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and preparing and transmitting 


nominations. Send comments regarding these estimates or any other aspect of the requirement(s) to the Service Information 
Collection Clearance Officer, National Park Service, 1201 Oakridge Drive Fort Collins, CO 80525. 
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